assert their well-won independence. As a member of the English
House of Peers, he would be a traitor to the principles which placed
the reigning family of England on the throne, if he were not grateful
for the noble lesson so lately given both to people and to kings. The
offer which he desires to make is small in itself, as must always be
that presented from an individual to a nation; but he trusts that it will
not be the last they will receive from his countrymen. His distance
from the frontier, and the feeling of his personal incapacity to con-
tribute efficaciously to the service of the nation, prevents him from
proposing himself as worthy of the lowest commission, for which
experience and talent might be requisite. But if, as a mere volunteer,
his presence were not a burden to whomsoever he might serve under,
he would repair to whatever place the Neapolitan Government might
point out, there to obey the orders and participate in the dangers of
his commanding officer, without any other motive than that of sharing
the destiny of a brave nation, defending itself against the self-called
Holy Alliance, which but combines the vice of hypocrisy with des-
potism.1

[TO JOHN MURRAY]                                                     [October, 1820?]
[Extract]
I enclose you the stanzas which were intended for 1st. Canto,1
after the line
"Who to Madrid on purpose made a journey:"
but I do not mean them for present publication, because I will not,
at this distance, publish that of a Man, for which he has a claim upon
another too remote to give him redress.
With regard to the Miscreant Brougham, however, it was only
long after the fact, and I was made acquainted with the language he had
held of me on my leaving England (with regard to the D[uche]ss of
Devonshire]*s house),2 and his letter to Me. de Stael, and various
i The translation is from Moore, II, 389. According to Moore, the address, of
which this is a first draft, was entrusted by Byron to a supposed agent of the Con-
stitutional Government of Naples, who was really a spy of the Pontifical Govern-
ment, so that it never reached its intended destination,
1 See Dec. 7, 1818, to Murray (Vol. 6, p. 85). These were the stanzas on
Brougham, for which Byron substituted others before publication. See Poetry, VI,
68-70.
2  One of Brougham's offences was gossiping about Byron's failure to pay the
rent to the Duchess of Devonshire for her house at 13, Piccadilly Terrace before he
went abroad in 18Iff.
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